164                      THE  WATER-BABIES
smutty  little  cubs,  the  funniest fellows Tom evei saw
3   She lay on hei  back, ioiling about and stretching out hei  legs and head and tail m the bright sunshine, and the cubs jumped over hei and lan round her, and iubbedf her paws, and lugged   hei   about  by the tail,  and she seemed to enjoy it mightily     But one selfish little fellow stole away from the rest to a dead <row close by, and dragged it off to hide it, though it was nearly as big as he was    Wheieat all his little bi others set off after him in full ciy, and saw Tom , and then all ran back, and up jumped Mrs  Vixen, and caught one up in hei mouth, and the rest toddled after her, and into a daik crack in the rocks , and theie was an end of the sho\\
4   And now Tom began to get hungry and very thirsty, for he had run a long way, and the sun was high in the heaven, and the rock was as hot as an oven, arid the an danced leels ovei it, as it does ovci  a limekiln, till everything seemed quiveiing   and  melting   in   the glare Still he went on and on till his head spun round with the heat, and he thought he heard church bells ringing a long way off
5* ccAh/? he thought, "wheie there is a church will be houses arid people, and perhaps some one will give me a bit and a sup " So he